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A WRITER IN OUR MIDST 
27 
A murder mystery... overtones of 
witchcraft... a Seattle setting... all these 
are elements of a new book called The 
Death Beads. The author? Bette Hagman, 
wife of Joe Hagman, partner in charge 
of our Seattle office. 
How did it all come about? Bette 
explains: "I started writing at that time in 
life when men begin dreaming about 
chasing younger women and women are 
chasing their dreams. I'd already 
managed to dispose of the child into 
college, golf which I discovered I didn't 
like and bridge which didn't like me. 
When I turned to art, a fellow student 
probably saved the world from some 
very bad painting by talking me into 
enrolling with her in a writing class. It 
was love at first write! 
"For seven years I wrote. At first the 
usual homey anecdotes most writers start 
with...no research...no plot...no sale. 
But an editor to whom I sent my first 
book said he 'liked my style.' By that time 
I was hooked. The catch was that he also 
added that I needed to learn to plot. So I 
picked the hardest-to-plot story I could 
find, the murder mystery. 
"The first mystery was masterfully 
plotted (I have an editor's letter to that 
effect), but it never sold. The second 
completely missed the boat (it was a 
boating mystery). By that time I was 
mad, and I fired off the beginning and a 
hasty synopsis of the next book to make 
sure I hadn't missed on this. I hadn't! My 
agent sold The Death Beads on the 
strength of those six chapters and 
synopsis!' 
Published by Dell last summer, the 
book is set in a mythical town in the 
Cascade Mountains. It's a semi-Gothic 
tale, with the plot revolving around a 
string of carved beads. 
"After I signed the contract for Death 
Beads I got cold feet. But my teacher said 
there's nothing like money in the bank 
you haven't earned yet to keep you 
writing. She was right. I had a year to 
finish, but I sent the first draft off in four 
months expecting the publishers to ask 
for revisions. They didn't make a single 
change. 
"Since Death Beads I've done another 
book with a Seattle setting, and I have 
six chapters of a third book with my 
agent. 
"I usually write about six hours a day, 
and I have to discipline myself or I 
would never get the books finished. 
I've discovered writing is a trade which 
I've had to learn; being an English major 
in college didn't help much. Since I 
enrolled in that first adult education 
class, I've worked up from Beginning 
Writing to the Professional Workshop 
class, a group of professional writers who 
meet once a week to criticize and, what 
is more important, give moral support. 
It is also a social outlet, since writing is 
a lonely business." 
Bette says her family always accepted 
the fact that she would find a market 
some day. She adds, "Occasionally 
friends wonder why I don't quit now and 
move on to something else. They don't 
realize that writing is not a job; it is a 
disease—and I've got it bad. 
"People ask 'What drives you so hard?' 
Simple. I love writing. It's just the 
rewriting, revisions, retyping ad 
nauseam that I loathe. But it all proved 
worthwhile with that first letter that said 
the book had been sold, that someone 
had enough faith in me to put his money 
on a newcomer who had never been 
published and hadn't even written the 
book yet!" 
CHARLOTTE IS READY SMART HELEN 
The people in our Charlotte office, on 
the twentieth floor of the Jefferson First 
Union Tower, did not need the 
sensational movie "The Towering 
Inferno" to remind them that fire drills 
should be a normal part of office life. For 
more than two years the office has 
practiced its emergency evacuation 
procedures, which might well serve as a 
model to others where a fire drill 
program is not yet in effect or practiced 
on a regular basis. 
Don Williams, Charlotte office 
manager, supplied H&S Reports with 
the following account of the Charlotte 
plan, modestly playing down the fact 
that he took the initiative originally in 
starting the drills, with the full support of 
Bill Stewart, partner in charge: 
"In late 1972 there were fires in 
high-rise buildings in New Orleans and 
Atlanta in which several lives were lost. 
This was about a year after we had 
moved into the 30-story Jefferson First 
Union Tower. I asked the chief of 
building security what arrangements 
they might have as far as fire drills were 
concerned, and he informed me that a 
plan was in the making but nothing had 
been finally decided. It was suggested 
that we be used to test the plan that the 
building personnel had been working 
on. 
"In December 1972, our first fire drill 
was carried out with no prenotification 
to our Firm. The evacuation took one 
minute fifteen seconds, and everyone 
was back at work ten minutes after the 
alarm had been sounded. Since that 
time, we have had a drill every six 
months. The time required to evacuate 
the floor has been from one to one and a 
half minutes, according to the building 
management, who kept the time with 
stop watches. At least three of the fire 
drills have been with the cooperation of 
the Charlotte Fire Department, whose 
men practiced manning the hoses on our 
floor. 
"The employees of the Charlotte 
office feel more secure knowing that we 
have a planned and organized way of 
leaving the building in case of 
emergency. Mr. Stewart has encouraged 
our participation in fire drills, and no 
restrictions have been placed on their 
timing. When new employees report for 
work, we explain the emergency 
evacuation procedure and tell them that 
we do have drills from time to time. 
"Because we occupy a full floor of the 
building, we have two fire marshals, one 
for the north end and one for the south 
end. Secretaries and the Supervisor of 
the Report Department act as section 
chiefs, so that when our people assemble 
either on another floor or on the ground 
floor, everyone will be accounted for and 
reported by the section chiefs to one of 
the two fire marshals. 
"We have worked closely with the 
management of the building in 
preparing our plan and also in having 
the drill set up on a regular basis. 
However, all drills are a surprise to the 
entire force of Haskins & Sells. The 
building management also coordinates 
participation of the building's own fire 
brigade and the Charlotte Fire 
Department. 
"The total lost time from the 
beginning of the drill until our 
employees are back .at their desks is 
generally less than fifteen minutes—a 
small price to pay for a large measure of 
fire safety." 
Many people have a namesake, but for 
Helen Adelman, manager in our Miami 
office, the situation is unique. Hers is 
chestnut colored, with four white 
"stockings" and a white-blazed face, and 
was sold last winter for $19,000. 
The namesake, Smart Helen, is a 
two-year-old filly. To commemorate 
twenty years of competent professional 
service, Al Porco, an H&S client, named 
the animal after Helen. Mr. Porco, who 
originally started raising horses as a 
hobby, recently purchased a breeding 
farm near Ocala, Horida and turned his 
avocation into a business. 
Helen recalls, "I was honored when Al 
telephoned to give me the news. He told 
me he had named a horse after me and 
that it was the most beautiful, well-bred 
animal on the farm." 
Smart Helen was sired by Gun Bow, a 
racehorse that won about $800,000 
before being retired to stud. According 
to Helen, while marriages may be made 
in heaven, the equestrian set takes a 
more practical approach. "A breeder can 
do one of two things," she explains. "He 
can purchase syndicated shares in a 
stallion, which entitles him to a certain 
number of stud services per year, or he 
can pay a single stud fee each time he 
uses the service." 
How does Helen know so much about 
the terminology used in horse breeding? 
"I've done a lot of estate work," she 
notes. "In one instance the estate 
managed a horse farm, so I had to learn 
something about it in order to handle 
the job. 
"I was thrilled when I found out about 
my namesake," Helen says. "But I think 
Al Porco was even more excited. He's 
really crazy about that horse." 
